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Rebel Polisario militia fighting for the independence of the former Spanish colony of Western Sahara today condemned the decision of Houston/Oslo geophysical outfit TGS-Nopec to collaborate with Morocco.

Rabat is an occupying, not an administering power Western Sahara, said Polisario's UN co-ordinator Mohammed Khaddad.

During a visit to Oslo today, Khadda said the TGS deal to shoot seismic for US explorer Kerr McGee and French major TotalFinaElf off the Sahrawi Republic amounts to collaboration with the colonial power and "is both dangerous and illegal, increasing the risk of further armed conflict, destabilisation and suffering in the entire region."

"Polisario will not accept the plunder of natural resources belonging to the Sahrawi people. This agreement of cooperation with the occupying power to loot the natural resources of Western Sahara and actively undermines the hard work of the United Nations to solve the conflict in Western Sahara over the last 11 years.

"By adopting the Moroccan propaganda as their own and facilitating the further Moroccan theft of Western Sahara's natural wealth, the agreement contributes to the prolongation and legitimisation of the brutal occupation of Western Sahara.

"We appeal to TGS to reconsider their position and not endanger their future possibilities in Western Sahara."

Khaddad added: "The deal seriously damages the image of Norway as a defender of international legality and human rights, since it contributes to justify an illegal occupation and theft of natural resources."

He called the TGS agreement "a shady deal which implicates all Norwegians" since the Oslo-listed company is majority Norwegian-owned.

