Press release

In a meeting hosted by Lars Rise, MP of the Christian Democrats in the Norwegian Parliament today, the following letter was handed over to Hank Hamilton, CEO TGS-NOPEC, and CFO Arne Helland. In attendance at the meeting were representatives from the Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara, various student organisations in addition to MP Lars Rise.

------------------------------

Open letter to the shareholders 
and management of TGS-NOPEC

Oslo, 11 June 2002
Regarding TGS- NOPEC¹s involvement in occupied Western Sahara

From your press releases on 31 May and 8 June 2002 we have learnt that TGS-NOPEC has signed an agreement of cooperation with the oil companies Kerr McGee and TotalFinaElf for a non-exclusive 2D seismic exploration program offshore Western Sahara. We hereby wish to declare our strong denunciation of this agreement and wish to draw your attention to the very serious political and ethical implications of the agreement, as well as its threat to Human Rights and International Legality
Morocco is an illegal occupying power in Western Sahara. This has been established by The International Court of Justice in The Hague in 1975, numerous resolutions of The United Nations Security Council and General Assembly and most recently by the UN Legal Counsel, Mr. Hans Corell in his letter to the President of the Security Council on 29 January 2002. The occupation of Western Sahara has resulted in enormous suffering and deprivation of the Saharawi people, the rightful owners of the land and the natural resources of Western Sahara. Approximately 165.000 Saharawis are languishing in refugee camps in the inhospitable Algerian desert since1975. The Saharawi population remaining in areas under Moroccan occupation are subjected to widespread human rights violations, such as torture, forced disappearances and arbitrary detention. Most importantly, however, they have not been allowed to freely exercise their right to self-determination through a free, fair and transparent referendum. This right was established through UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).
TGS-NOPEC¹s cooperation with TotalFinaElf and Kerr McGee in the search for hydrocarbons on behalf of the Moroccan occupying regime clearly facilitates and legitimises the occupation of Western Sahara. TGS refers to the Corell letter as evidence of the legality of your project but more importantly fails to recognize that ³if further exploration and exploitation activities were to proceed in disregard of the interests and wishes of the people of Western Sahara, they would be in violation of the principles of international law.² As long as the people of Western Saharawis not allowed to freely express their will under Moroccan occupation, any such activity will be in violation of these principles. Corell also states that Morocco is not the administrative Power of Western Sahara.
Exploration of the kind that TGS-NOPEC is engaged in is a precondition for future exploitation of Western Sahara¹s natural wealth. Hence, TGS-NOPEC¹sactivities - while not necessarily being illegal in themselves - are a necessary prerequisite for the above mentioned illegal exploitation. Front Polisario, the legitimate representative of the people of Western Sahara, states that ³TGS-NOPEC¹s involvement is very serious and dangerous. TGS is collaborating with an illegal occupier, thus increasing the risk for further armed conflict, destabilisation and suffering in the entire region. Indeed, Front Polisario will not accept the plunder of natural resources belonging to the Saharawi people.² This increased tension actively undermines the hard work of the United Nations to solve the conflict in Western Sahara over the last eleven years. The fact that major public and private Norwegian funds are invested in the project implicates all Norwegians in this shady deal, and therefore seriously damages their mage of Norway as a defender of International Legality and Human Rights. 
The undersigned organisations hereby appeal to TGS-NOPEC to support International Legality and Human Rights and therefore reconsider its involvement in Western Sahara in order not to lend legitimacy and strength to the occupation and to avoid aggravating tensions in the region and the suffering of the Saharawi people. 
Sincerely,
Norwegian Students¹ and Academics¹ International Assistance Fund (SAIH) 
Signe Aanby 
President
National Union of Students in Norway (NSU)
Trond Larsen
President
The Norwegian Association of Students (StL) 
Karianne Jonson 
President
Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara (SKVS)
Eirik Kirkerud
Coordinator

